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THE SERVICE FOR THE LORD’S DAY 

 
January 13, 2019 11 o’clock 

 
THE PRELUDE             “Shall We Gather at the River?” Owens 

   
THE WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 
*SHARING THE PEACE OF CHRIST 
 Leader: As we have been welcomed by God with the peace 
    of Christ, let us welcome one another. 
    The peace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all. 

 People: And also with you. 
 

The people may greet one another or exchange,  
by words and gesture, signs of peace and reconciliation. 

 
**THE CALL TO WORSHIP 
 Leader: Gather from East and West, from North and South. 
    God is calling us; listen, for God is naming you. 
 People: The voice of God thunders through our midst. 
    The voice of God is powerful and full of  
    majesty. 
 Leader: Bow in awe before the one who created you. God 
    knows you completely yet accepts you. 
 People: The voice of God commands our attention. The 
    voice of God is like fire and tornado. 
 Leader: God reaches out to strengthen, not condemn us.  
    God brings us through terror to a place of peace. 
 People: Ascribe to God glory and strength. Worship  
    God in awe, wonder, and joy! 

   
**THE PROCESSIONAL HYMN 492  
 “Baptized in Water”   bunessan

  
*THE PRAYER OF ADORATION 

 
THE CALL TO CONFESSION      

Ere we reach the shining river, 
lay we every burden down; 

grace our spirits will deliver, 
and provide a robe and crown. 
Yes, we’ll gather at the river, 

the beautiful, the beautiful river; 
gather with the saints at the river 

that flows by the throne of God. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Please sign and pass  
the register and, noting 

one another’s names, 
return it. 

Notes on the Bulletin: 
(*) Those who are able 
in the congregation are 

asked to stand 
(**) Ushers will seat 

late arrivers 

Each stanza of this 
compact and carefully 

constructed text about 
baptism begins with 
allusions to John 3:5 

and Ephesians 1:13. The 
interplay of constant 

and changing lines 
accentuates each added 
image. It is set here to a 

Gaelic tune first 
transcribed in the 19th 

century.  

Adapted from,  
Gathered by Love:  

Worship Resources for 
Year C, by Lavon Baylor 

“Shall We Gather at the 
River” 

Reprinted under  
OneLicense.net  A-

725891. 

Please join in reading 
aloud those parts of the 
service printed in bold.  
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UNISON PRAYER OF CONFESSION  
 Merciful and mighty God, you have called us to be your 
 people and you have claimed us for service in Jesus Christ. 
 We confess that we have not lived up to our calling. We 
 have been timid and frightened disciples, forgetful of your 
 powerful presence and the strength of your Holy Spirit 
 among us.  
 O God, forgive us our foolish and sinful ways. As you have 
 chosen us and claimed us in our baptism, strengthen us 
 anew to choose Jesus Christ and his way in our world. 
 Give us your Holy Spirit so that each one in ministry may 
 be provided with all the gifts of grace needed to fulfill our 
 common calling; through Jesus Christ our Lord and Savior 
 we pray.  

 
SILENT PRAYER OF CONFESSION  

 
THE ASSURANCE OF PARDON 
 Leader: God has redeemed us, claimed us, called us by  
   name. We are precious in God's sight.  
 People: Surely our God will strengthen us to face times 
   of difficulties. There are no safe hiding places 
   in life, only the assurance of a relationship with 
   a God whom we can trust in life and in death.  
 Leader: Our God forgives and empowers. God blesses us  
   with a peace that is more powerful than any  
   outward circumstance.  
 People: We can rest in peace knowing that the   
   assurances of God are eternal.  
 
*THE CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSE  

Soon we’ll reach the shining river; 
soon our pilgrimage will cease; 

soon our happy hearts will quiver 
with the melody of peace. 

Yes, we’ll gather at the river, 
the beautiful, the beautiful river; 

gather with the saints at the river 
that flows by the throne of God. 

 
THE CONVERSATION WITH THE YOUNGER CHURCH 

This, this is where children belong, 
welcomed as part of the worshipping throng. 

Water, God’s Word, bread and cup, prayer, and song: 
This is where children belong. 

 
THE PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION 

 
THE OLD TESTAMENT READING       Isaiah 43:1-7 

(following each reading) Pew Bible, O.T., p. 672 
Leader: This is the Word of the Lord. 
People: Thanks be to God. 

 

The Congregation is 
invited to sing as the 
children come forward. 
Children younger than 
kindergarten age may 
go to the nursery 
following the children’s 
sermon. 

“Shall We Gather at the 
River” 
Reprinted under  
OneLicense.net  A-
725891. 

Adapted from, 
Gathered by Love: 
Worship Resources for 
Year C, by Lavon Baylor 
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 THE EPISTLE LESSON  Colossians 2 (selected verses) 
 
THE ANTHEM        “Beloved, God’s Chosen” Hobby 
 Sanctuary Choir with Natasha Austin, flute 
 

Beloved, God’s chosen, 
put on a garment compassion,  

forgiveness and goodness of heart. 
Above all, before all, let love be your raiment 

that binds into one ev’ry dissonant part. 
Within, call forth wisdom, 

To dwell in you richly; 
Let peace rule your hearts 

and that peace be of Christ. 
And from the heart’s chamber, 

beloved and holy, 
let singing thanksgiving to God ever rise. 

 
THE GOSPEL LESSON Luke 3:17-22 

Pew Bible, N.T., p. 60 

 
THE SERMON “Goin’ Down to the River to Pray” Ed Boyce 
 

*LITANY OF REAFFIRMATION OF BAPTISM    
 Leader: Just as the body is one and has many members, and 
   all the members of the body, though many, are one  
   body, so it is with Christ. 
 People: For in the one Spirit we were all baptized into  
   one body - Jews or Greeks, slaves or free - and  
   we were all made to drink of one Spirit. 
 Leader: Beloved people of God, our baptism is the sign and  
   seal of our cleansing from sin, and of our being  
   grafted into Christ. Through the birth, life, death,  
   and resurrection of Christ, the power of sin was  
   broken and God’s kingdom entered our world.  
   Through our baptism we were made citizens of  
   God’s kingdom, and freed from the bondage of sin.  
   Let us celebrate that freedom and redemption  
   through the renewal of the promises made at our  
   baptism. 
 

   I ask you, therefore, once again to reject sin, to  
   profess your faith in Christ Jesus, and to confess the 
   faith of the church, the faith in which we were  
   baptized. 
 

   Trusting in the gracious mercy of God, do you turn  
   from the ways of sin and renounce evil and its  
   power in the world? 
 People:  I renounce them  
 Leader: Who is your Lord and Savior? 
 People: Jesus Christ is my Lord and Savior. 
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 Leader: Will you be Christ’s faithful disciple, obeying his  
   word and showing his love?  
 People: I will, with God’s help  

 
THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM 
 People: Remember your baptism and be thankful. In the 
   name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the  
   Holy Spirit. 

 
THE ACT OF REAFFIRMATION 
There are bowls with water and pebbles in them at the front of 
the sanctuary and in the narthex. As you are able, please leave 
your seat and take a pebble from the bowl as your personal 

reaffirmation of your faith and vows to God.  Feel free to join the 
choir in singing, “Veni Sancte Spiritus.”  

 
THE ANTHEM 
 “Veni Sancte Spiritus” (Holy Spirit, Come to Us) 
  Congregation will join when indicated and continue  
  singing to the end.  
 

Holy Spirit, come to us. 

 
*THE HYMN  See insert 

 
THE PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE AND THE LORD’S PRAYER 

 . . . Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name. 
Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done,  
on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors; 
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For Thine is the kingdom, and the power,  
and the glory, forever. Amen. 

 
THE OFFERING 

 
THE OFFERTORY       “Variation on ‘King’s Weston’” Harrison 
  

*THE DOXOLOGY  old hundredth (592) 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow;  
Praise Him, all creatures here below; 
Praise Him above, ye heavenly host;  

Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

 
*THE PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING 

 
*THE HYMN 356         
 “Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing”  nettleton 

 
*THE CHARGE AND BENEDICTION 
 

 
“I Was There to Hear 
Your Borning Cry” 
 

Originally created to 
accompany a video 
series on baptism, this 
hymn speaks in the 
imagined 
conversational voice of 
God, assuring the 
person being baptized 
of God’s presence 
throughout the 
changing stages of life. 
It offers a reminder that 
baptism is a once-in-a-
lifetime event.  
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NEXT SUNDAY, January 20, 2019 
The Second Sunday after the Epiphany 
Isaiah 62: 1-5; Psalm 36:5-10;  
1 Corinthians 12:1-11; John 2: 1-11 
Ed Boyce Preaching 
Sermon: “God’s Good Gifts to Each of Us” 
 

A WARM WELCOME in the name of Jesus 
Christ is extended to everyone worshiping 
with us. If you have any questions about our 
church or if you are interested in becoming 
a member of First Presbyterian Church, 
please speak to a minister or one of the 
elders. You may join the Presbyterian 
Church by profession of faith in Jesus Christ 
as Lord and Savior, by reaffirmation of faith, 
or by transfer of your letter from another 
church. 
 

JANUARY RESPONSIBILITIES 
Sanctuary Guild: 

Jerry Barbee, Beth Davidson, 
and Ann Speaks 
 

Opening/Closing the Church: 
Richard Boyd 

 

USHERS JANUARY 13 
 Dennis Setzer, Matt Carbone, 
 Dick Sears, Judy Watts, 
 Wendell Worthington, 
 BJ King, Andrew Setzer 
 

USHERS JANUARY 20 
 Matt Austin, Nate McElwee, 
 Richard Hanson, Donnie Haynes, 
 Clay Speaks, Thomas Tuck, 
 Lilli Beaty 
  
NURSERY JANUARY 13 
 Beth Davidson, Beth Setzer 
 

NURSERY JANUARY 20 
 Beth Bush, Karen Kauffman 

LITURGIST JANUARY 13 
 David Parker 
 

THE FLOWERS IN THE SANCTUARY  
are given to the glory of God and in memory 
of Dr. J. Layton Mauze  and William Kendrick 
Hayes by the family.  
 

ART: The Baptism of Jesus. Artist unknown. 
 
REMEMBER IN PRAYER 
 Esther Cole 
  Home 
 

 Dickie Raymer 
  Iredell Memorial 
 

 Charles Brady 
  Iredell Memorial 
  

SECOND SUNDAY LUNCH will be held 
today, featuring a wintertime meal of chili 
and soups. The cost is $8 per person and 
$25 for a family. 
 

CIRCLE 2  will meet Monday, January 14,  
2:00 pm, at the home of Ann Brady. 
 

CLINKERS will meet on January 17, 6:30 
pm, at Risto's Place. Please RSVP Susan 
Hollingsworth by January 15. (704) 872-
4689 or shollingsworth1948@hotmail.com  
 

CHOIR ANNOUNCEMENTS 
• Handbell Choir will resumes this 

Wednesday, January 16, 5:30 pm set up, 
5:45 - 6:45 rehearsal 

• Youth Choir sings in worship of 
February 3. 

 

CONTINUED THANK YOU to John Dower, 
organist and thank you to Natasha Austin, 
flutist. 
 

 

*THE CHORAL RESPONSE   

 “Go Ye Now in Peace”  Eillers 

  Sanctuary Choir 
  

*THE POSTLUDE      “Jesu My Joy” Manz 
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Class of 2019 
John Childress 
John Gilbert, III 

Jane Lentz 
Bill Long 
Joan Scott 
Ann Speaks 

Class of 2020 
Harriet Gilbert 
David Parker 
Carole Pickett 
Susan Sharp 
Jim Tarman 
Scott Zanotti 

Class of 2021 
Natasha Austin 
Nate McElwee 
Ryan Oliphant 
Rhyne Scott 
Beth Setzer 

Wendell Worthington 

Elders 

MOST OF THE MEMBERS OF THE 
CONGREGATION have submitted their 
Financial Commitment Cards and many 
members have increased their financial 
commitment over the previous year. If, by 
chance you have not yet done so, please 
return your Financial Commitment Card by 
mailing it to the church office or placing it in 
the offering plate as it goes by.  
 
CONGREGATION EMANUEL will host Rabbi 
Judith Schindler, Sklut Professor of Jewish 
Studies at Queens University of Charlotte, 
on February 3 at 3:00 pm for a discussion 
on Jewish Women in the Bible. All are 
invited for an afternoon of great 
conversation and insightful leadership from 
Rabbi Schindler.  
 

YOUTH SKI TRIP is planned for Sunday, 
February 10, at Winterplace Ski Resort in 
Ghent, West Virginia. The cost is $65 and 
includes ski and helmet rental, lunch, lift 
ticket, and lesson (if you choose to use it). 
Snowboard rental is $75 and Snowtubing is 
$50. We meet at the church at 6:00 a.m. to 
drive to West Virginia and will return to the 
church by 8:00 p.m. Email Wes Pitts by 
January 31 to register. 

YOUTH MISSION TRIP FUNDRAISERS: FPC 
Youth are joining youth from Broad Street 
United Methodist, Bethel United Methodist, 
Marvin United Methodist, and Sharon 
Lutheran for a Hurricane Relief Mission Trip 
to Puerto Rico this July. On January 25 there 
will be a Jewelry Sale fundraiser at Bethel 
UMC from 6 - 8pm (or you can call and 
order, see Wes for a catalogue). On January 
27 Bethel UMC will be hosting a Chili Cook-
Off, see Wes for details on how to enter your 
favorite chili or just stop by the church (168 
LookOut Dam Road) beginning at 12:30 to 
taste!  
 
THE 24TH ANNUAL MARTIN LUTHER 
KING JR. Community Prayer Breakfast will 
take place on Monday, January 21, at the 
Statesville Civic Center.  Doors open at 6:00 
am and the program starts at 7:00 - 9:00 
am. 
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www.fpcstatesville.org 
www.facebook.com/fpcstatesville 

Ed Boyce 
Wes Pitts 

Melody Morrison Beaty 

Interim Pastor 
Director of Christian Education 
Director of Music 

First Presbyterian Church 
125 N. Meeting Street 
Statesville, NC 28677 
Phone: 704-873-7244 

THIS WEEK AT FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 

Sunday 
January 

13 

9:45 am 
11:00 pm 
12:00 pm 
4:30 pm 
5:00 pm 
6:00 pm 
6:30 pm 

Sunday School 
Worship 
Second Sunday Lunch 
Congregational Care Ministry 
Youth Choir 
Youth Dinner 
Youth Group 

Monday 
January 

14 

2:00 pm 
 
Circle 2 
 

Tuesday 
January 

15 

6:30 pm Circle 3 

Wednesday 
January 

16 

9:30 am 
10:00 am 
12:00 pm 
1:00 pm 
4:00 pm 
4:30 pm 
5:45 pm 
7:00 pm 

Piecemakers 
Staff Meeting/Prayers 
The Gospels 
Worship Ministry 
Cherub Choir 
Junior Choir 
Handbell Choir 
Sanctuary Choir 

Thursday 
January 

17 

6:30 pm Clinkers 

Sunday 
January 

20 

9:45 am 
11:00 pm 
5:00 pm 
6:00 pm 
6:30 pm 

Sunday School 
Worship 
Youth Choir 
Youth Dinner 
Youth Group 



 

Reprinted under OneLicense.net  A-725891. 


