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THE SERVICE FOR THE LORD’S DAY 

 
THE PRELUDE  
  
THE WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
*THE PASSING OF THE PEACE 
 Leader:  To find what was lost is always a cause for   
    rejoicing, even though the quest seems endless.  
 People:  What is lost consumes our thinking; we retrace 
    our steps in search of some clues. God’s quest is 
    in search of lost ones. There is      
    rejoicing in heaven when someone repents. 
 Leader:  May the peace of Christ be with you all. 
 People:  And also with you. 

The people may greet one another or exchange,  
by words and gesture, signs of peace and reconciliation. 

 
THE PROCESSIONAL PSALM   Proulx 
 Cantor:  Open me the gates of righteousness. That I may go  
    in and give thanks to the Lord. 
 Choir:   Sing to the Lord on high, Rejoice, give thanks and  
    praise! Alleluia, alleluia! 
   Bryan George, cantor; handbells; Sanctuary Choir 
 
*CALL TO WORSHIP 
 Leader:  We are lost sheep, so God seeks and saves the lost. 
 People:  We are a lost coin, so God searches and rejoices 
    when we are found. 
 Leader:  We are wayward sons and daughters so God   
    welcomes us, and lets the past be the past. 
 People:  We are the elder sibling, standing outside, but 
    God welcomes us in, challenges us to join in this 
    radical hospitality. 
 Leader:  Let us accept and welcome and rejoice over one  
    another’s return from being lost in the name of  
    Jesus Christ. 
                                
**THE PROCESSIONAL HYMN 455  lasst uns erfreuen 
 “All Creatures of Our God and King” 
 
*THE PRAYER OF ADORATION 
 
THE CALL TO CONFESSION 
 Leader:  All have sinned and fall short of the glory of God;  
    yet we are justified by the gift of God’s grace   
    through the redemption that is ours in Christ Jesus.  
 People:  Trusting in God’s mercy, let us confess our sin. 
 
THE UNISON PRAYER OF CONFESSION  
 God of wisdom, we confess the foolishness of our ways, 
 and our failure to follow you in your paths of right 
 relationships –with you and with others. We have gone 

Notes on the Bulletin: 
(*) Those who are able 

in the congregation  
are asked to stand 

(**) Ushers will seat 
late arrivers 

Please sign and pass  
the register and,  

noting one another’s 
names, return it. 

 
Please join in reading 

aloud those parts of the 
service printed in bold.  

Sometimes called “The 
Canticle of the Sun,” this 

cosmic roll call allows 
human beings to give 

voice to all creation.  
One of the earliest 

religious poems in the 
Italian Language, it is 

made even more 
expansive by this broad, 

repetitive melody with 
interspersed “Alleluias.” 
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  astray; we feel lost. We have upheld our own interests 
 first, to the detriment of others. We have failed to be 
 generous with the poor, and abandoned our efforts to 
 bring about justice. We feel the stains of our sins, God; 
 have mercy on us according to your steadfast love. Wash 
 the sinfulness out of us, and help us to live more faithfully 
 as your servants. We seek your unfailing Lordship and 
 ask for your guiding hand on our lives.  You are the 
 immortal, invisible One; to you be honor and glory 
 forever. 
  
THE SILENT PRAYER 
 
THE ASSURANCE OF PARDON 
 Leader:  The saying is sure and worthy of full acceptance,  
    that Jesus Christ came into the world to save   
    sinners. 
 People:  Jesus himself bore our sins in his body on the  
    cross, that we might be dead to sin, and alive to 
    all that is good. 
 Leader:  I declare to you in the name of Jesus Christ, you are 
    forgiven. Thanks be to God. 
 

*THE CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSE  Page 5 
 
THE CONVERSATION WITH THE YOUNGER CHURCH 

This, this is where children belong, 
welcomed as part of the worshipping throng. 

Water, God’s Word, bread and cup, prayer, and song: 
This is where children belong. 

 
THE PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION 
 
THE PSALTER   Psalm 14 
 (following each reading)  Pew Bible, O.T., p. 495 
  Leader: The word of the Lord. 

 People: Thanks be to God. 
 
THE EPISTLE READING  1 Timothy 1:12-17 
       Pew Bible, N.T. p. 207 
 
THE ANTHEM              “Immortal, Invisible” Thiman 
 Sanctuary Choir 
 
THE GOSPEL READING  Luke 15:1-10
       Pew Bible, N.T., p. 78 

 
THE SERMON      “Losing and Finding ”    Ed Boyce 
 
*THE PROFESSION OF FAITH 
 I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven  
 and earth, and in Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord; 
 who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, born of the  

The Congregation is 
invited to sing as the 
children come forward. 
Children younger than 
kindergarten age may 
go to the nursery 
following the children’s 
sermon. 

Although not written by 
apostles, the Apostles’ 
Creed reflects the 
theological formulations 
of the first century 
church. In a time when 
most Christians were 
illiterate, oral repetition 
of the Apostles’ Creed, 
along with the Lord’s 
Prayer and the Ten 
Commandments, helped 
preserve and transmit 
the faith of the western 
churches.  
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 Virgin  Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was  
 crucified, dead, and buried; he descended into hell; the 
 third day he rose again from the dead; he ascended  
 into heaven, and sitteth on the right hand of God the  
 Father Almighty; from thence he shall come to judge  
 the quick and the dead. I believe in the Holy Ghost; the  
 holy catholic church; the communion of saints; the  
 forgiveness of sins; the resurrection of the body; and  
 the life everlasting. Amen. 
  
*THE RESPONSE           gloria patri 

Glory be to the Father,  
And to the Son,  

And to the Holy Ghost;  
As it was in the beginning,  
Is now, and ever shall be, 

World without end. Amen, Amen. 
   
*THE HYMN  485  to god be the glory 

 “To God Be the Glory”    
 
THE PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE AND THE LORD’S PRAYER  
 … Our Father, who art in heaven,  

hallowed be Thy name. 
Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done,   
on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our debts,  
as we forgive our debtors; 
and lead us not into temptation,  
but deliver us from evil. 
For Thine is the kingdom, and the power,   
and the glory, forever. Amen. 

 
THE OFFERING AND OFFERTORY 
 
*THE DOXOLOGY  old hundredth (592) 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow;  
Praise Him, all creatures here below; 
Praise Him above, ye heavenly host;  

Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 
 
THE PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING 
 
*THE HYMN 280   amazing grace 
 “Amazing Grace” 
 
*THE CHARGE AND BENEDICTION 
 
THE CLOSING RESPONSE            “Sevenfold Amen” Stainer 
 Sanctuary Choir 
  
*THE POSTLUDE 

This American gospel 
song became popular in 
England in the late 19th 
century, then returned 

to this country in the 
mid-20th century with 

the Billy Graham 
crusades. Its continuing 
popularity may well be 

due to the freedom 
from subjective 

considerations in its 
praise of God. 

As was his custom, 
the author wrote this 
hymn to accompany 

his sermon on 1 
Chronicles 17:16-17, 
preached on January 

1 1773; he called it 
“Faith’s Review and 

Expectation.”  Much 
of its current 

popularity comes 
from this now-familiar 

tune, an association 
that began in 1835.  
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Reprinted under OneLicense.net  A-725891.   
Text and Music Arr.©  1990 GIA Publications, Inc.  
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NEXT SUNDAY, September 22, 2019 
The 25th Sunday in Ordinary Time 
Psalm 79:1-9; Jeremiah 8:18-9:1;  
Luke 16:1-13 
Ed Boyce Preaching 
Sermon: “Being Faithful and Dishonest” 

 
A WARM WELCOME in the name of Jesus 
Christ is extended to everyone worshiping 
with us. If you have any questions or are 
interested in becoming a member, please 
speak to a minister or one of the elders. 
You may join the Presbyterian Church by 
profession of faith in Jesus Christ as Lord 
and Savior, by reaffirmation of faith, or by 
transfer of your letter from another church. 
 
THE FLOWERS IN THE SANCTUARY are 
given to the Glory of God and in memory of 
Robert Brady Jr.   
 
REMEMBER IN PRAYER 
 Esther Cole 
 Freda Donaldson 
  
SEPTEMBER RESPONSIBILITIES 

Sanctuary Guild: 
Anne Herschler, Paulette Keys 

Opening/Closing the Church: 
Nate McElwee 
 

USHERS SEPTEMBER 15 
 Dennis Setzer, Matt Carbone, Dick 
 Sears, Judy Watts, BJ King, Don Searcy, 
 Andrew Setzer 
 
NURSERY SEPTEMBER 15 
 Falon Speaks, Annie Parker, Natasha 
 Austin, Katie Long 
 
LITURGIST SEPTEMBER 15 
 Lucas Jones 
 
USHERS SEPTEMBER 22 
 Matt Austin, Nate McElwee, Richard 
 Hanson, Donnie Haynes, Clay Speaks, 
 Thomas Tuck, Lilli Beaty 
 
NURSERY SEPTEMBER 22 
 Beth Davidson, Beth Setzer 
 
LITURGIST SEPTEMBER 22 
 Richard Boyd 

CHOIR ANNOUNCEMENTS 
• Cherub, Junior and Youth Choirs will 

join the Sanctuary Choir in worship 
next Sunday, September 22.  Rehearsal 
at 9:30 in the sanctuary.   

• Bluegrass music with guest musicians 
will take place in worship on 
September 29.   

 
AN ORGAN RECITAL BY DR. JOBY BELL 
will be presented on September 22nd at 
3:00 in the sanctuary. The concert will 
benefit the Community Messiah 
presentation. Donations, honorariums, and 
memorials for this fund received in the 
church office by September 16th will be 
included in the program. Dr. Bell will be 
presenting an exciting program including 
well known favorites! This recital will 
certainly be spectacular! Mark your 
calendars and let your friends know. 
 
PLEASE LET THE CHURCH OFFICE KNOW 
if you have any changes to your contact 
information. Call or email the church at 704
-873-7244 or office@fpcstatesville.org. 
 
SECOND SUNDAY LUNCH is today 
following worship.  We will be enjoying a 
great meal of herb grilled chicken, green 
beans, rolls and dessert .  The cost is $8 per 
person and $25 for a family. 
 
SHARE YOUR SUMMER FUN with us by 
sending photos to Julia Brown at 
juliapdbrown@gmail.com.  Show us your 
family time, adventure, service and 
summer fun photos to be posted on the 
bulletin board in the Fourth Creek Meeting 
Hall for everyone to enjoy! 
 
THE PENNIES FOR HUNGER OFFERING 
will be collected by members of the Living 
in Faith class today.   
 
CLINKERS WILL MEET on September 19 
at 6:30 at the home of Don and Janice 
Searcy at 209 Trillium Dr.  Please call 
Janice at 704- 873-2772 or 704-500-8423 
or Susan Hollingsworth at 704-872-4689 
or 704-880-3134 by September 17 for 
reservations and food assignment.     
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For more 
information 
contact : 
 
Lamar Austin 
704-883-6773 
 
Dick Sears  
704-562-0845   
 
John Downs 
704-517-4294 

Pick up a registration 
form from the church 
office. 
 
 
Registration is open 
until September 15.  
 
 
 
 
 

Children 10 and under are free.  Please contact the church office for 
more information.   
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THIS WEEK AT FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 

www.fpcstatesville.org 
www.facebook.com/fpcstatesville 

Ed Boyce 
Wes Pitts 

Melody Morrison Beaty 

Interim Pastor 
Director of Christian Education 
Director of Music 

Sunday 
September 

15 

 
9:45 am 

11:00 pm 
12:00 pm 

5:00 pm 
6:00 pm 
6:30 pm 

 

 
Sunday School 
Worship 
2nd Sunday Meal 
Youth Choir 
Youth Dinner 
Youth Group 
 

Wednesday 
September 

18 

9:30 am 
10:00 am 

4:00 pm 
4:30 pm 
5:45 pm 
7:00 pm 

Piecemakers 
Staff Meeting/Prayers 
Cherub Choir 
Junior Choir 
Handbell Choir 
Sanctuary Choir 

Thursday 
September 

19 

6:30 pm Clinkers - Don & Janice Searcy’s home 

Sunday 
September 

22 

 
9:45 am 

11:00 am 
5:00 pm 
6:00 pm 
6:30 pm 

 
 

 
Sunday School 
Worship 
Youth Choir 
Youth Dinner 
Youth Group 
 
 

First Presbyterian Church welcomes all to worship and serve the Lord. We honor and celebrate 
human and theological diversity and unity through Jesus Christ. We welcome individuals of 

every age, race, nationality, gender, ability, sexual orientation and economic circumstance to 
participate in the life and mission of our church. 

Class of 2020 
Harriet Gilbert 
David Parker 
Carole Pickett 
Susan Sharp 
Jim Tarman 
Scott Zanotti 

Class of 2021 
Natasha Austin 
Nate McElwee 
Ryan Oliphant 

Rhyne Scott 
Beth Setzer 

Wendell Worthington 

Class of 2022 
Lamar Austin 

Robert Dearman 
Janet Frazier 

Anne Herschler 
Brian Long 

Trish Wilson 

Elders 

First Presbyterian Church 
125 N. Meeting Street 
Statesville, NC 28677 
Phone: 704-873-7244 


