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One of the things that 
brings me joy is the 
small wall of crosses in 

my study. I once heard a pastor 
friend of mine explain how he 
did not believe that we should 
have walls of crosses because 
he thought that making 
something beautiful in our 
homes or workspaces with the 
element of Christ’s torture 
degrades its meaning. While I 
hear his point, it is one I 
struggle accepting. 

Yes, the cross was a brutal 
device employed by the Roman 
Empire to bring humiliation and 
defeat to the people who were 
crucified, the families of those 
individuals, and even to the 
surrounding communities. The 
cross was and is an ugly 
instrument for death, and Christ 
died on it for us; there are few 
other methods we see through 
history that so cruelly shamed a 
person as they died. 

Yet the cross, despite its 
ugliness, is also a place that 
Christians can look to for a 
beauty that far surpasses all the 
ugliness, nastiness, and sin of 

the human condition. The cross
—especially because of what 
Christ did on it—can remind us 
of beauty beyond ugliness, 
even as it symbolizes our faith 
and our belief that there is life 
beyond death, because of 
God’s love poured out through 
the empty tomb of Easter. 

Each of these crosses in my 
study have a story that goes 
with them. Some I have picked 
up on my travels around the 
world. Some I have purchased 
here in Statesville. Others have 
been gifted to me when my 
family or friends have traveled 
and saw one they felt I would 
like to have. They are 
handmade. Some are store 
bought. Some are as natural as 
creation. A few of them have 
been made by the hands of 
some I’ve known who have 
died and completed their 
baptisms in the Lord. Some by 
children. Most have been 
crafted by strangers whose 
names I’ll never know. 
Nevertheless, each cross has 
been made by a child of God, 
and in this I find beauty in the 

variety of stories and cultures 
that make this wall of story. 

And when I look to them, I 
remember that Christ died for 
us all—no matter who we are, 
irregardless of what our 
physical or mental condition is, 
and indifferent how our social 
appreciations may be. Christ 
made the cross beautiful 
because this is the place where 
love to the earth was given 
forever, and anytime I feel 
down, I just remember that 
each of these crosses bears 
witness to the love God gives 
humanity and about the love 
that is within the story of each. 

I think it’s worth finding beauty 
wherever we can, most 
especially the cross that 
redeems us. 

I invite you—whether I am in the 
study or not—to come in 
sometime to see them (and if 
I’m present, ask me about their 
stories… some of them are 
great.) 

God loves you, and so do I. 

The Pastor’s Pen

Ye Frth Cek Jal       
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Our Congregational Leadership

Session Class of 2023 
Richard Hanson  Property: Safety 
Susan Hollingsworth Congregational Life: Cong. Care 
Bill McBane   Worship 
Carey Parker   Finance & Stewardship 
Cate Tuck   Christian Education 
Scott Zanotti   Property: Facilities 

Session Class of 2024 
Catherine Baker  Christian Education 
Scarlett Chapman  Missions 
Robert Dearman  Worship 
Joanne Dodick  Congregational Life: Cong. Care 
Robin Downs   Congregational Life: F&F 
Scott Stevenson  Property: 4CBG 

Session Class of 2025 
Matt Austin   Administration: Personnel 
Alan Carpenter  Administration 
John Childress  Missions 
Sherry Harris   Worship 
Clay Speaks   Missions 
Dycie Walton   Christian Education 

Jeremy Cannada  Pastor 
    jeremy@fpcstatesville.org 
    M-W: 9am - 5pm Th: by appt. 

Vacant    Director of Music Ministries 
     

LeighAnn Perkins  Financial Secretary 
    leighann@fpcstatesville.org 
    W: 9am - 5pm    (appts. encouraged) 

Falon Speaks   Director of the FPC Preschool 
    preschool@fpcstatesville.org 
    M-F: 8:30am - 12:30pm 

Grant Sharp   Pastor emeritus 

Clare Robinson  Office Manager 
    office@fpcstatesville.org 
    M-W: 9:00am - 3:00pm 

Centennial Sub-
Committee Update

The members of the Centennial Sub-
Committee continue to do their work 
to determine the physical layout and 
design of our worship space. They 
most recently met on Monday, 12 
June to continue their lengthy 
discussions and deliberations.  

At present, the members are 
confident in the need to repair the 
plaster, paint the walls, install new 
lighting options, and refurbish the 
pews. Still in conversation is new 
carpeting and options for flooring, 
though a directions supports simply 
installing new carpet. Pew cushions 
continue to be discussed (color and 
style).  

As part of June’s attempt to solicit 
your input regarding a centralized 
pulpit, the leaders of the sub-
committee thank you for your input 
and opinions, which they will bring to 
the members for their discernment.  

As always, if you have questions 
about the process we are 
undergoing or would like to discuss 
this matter, you are welcome to 
speak with co-chairs, Donnie Haynes 
or Jane Lentz. Both are eager to 
speak with you about the progress 
the committee has made, the steps 
they are taking, and the present 
status of the sub-committee’s work. 
Thank you!
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At the recent Stated Session Meeting of 19 June 
2023, Session: 

• Approved the minutes of the Stated Meeting 
from 17 April 2023 and the Called Meeting of 26 
May 2023; 

• Examined Dirk & Nancy Tharpe and received 
them into membership; 

• Received a report from the Building Usage 
Committee ad hoc to provide time for brief 
discussion about potential new policy updates; 

• Received reports from the Moderator and 
Treasurer; 

• Approved the Consent Docket (the Service of 
Witness to the Resurrection for Samuel Allen 
Cathey, 23 May 2023 at 2pm; the Service of 
Witness to the Resurrection for Robert William 
Lodgek, 25 May 2023 at 2pm; the Service of 
Witness to the Resurrection for Ralph Norman 
Harris, 20 June 2023 at 2pm; that the Rev. Lynn 
Kunkle officiated communion on 7 May 2023; that 
the Rev. Lynn Kunkle provided guest ministry on 4 
June 2023 and to officiate the Sacrament of 
Communion); 

• Approved a motion from the Historic Cemeteries 
Committee to enter into a Public / Private 
Partnership with the city of Statesville for the 
maintenance of the Fourth Creek Burial Ground 
and send said agreement to the congregation for 
a Meeting of the Corporation (copies may be 
requested in print or by email by contacting Clare 
in the office, [noting a final update to include 
signatory lines for Rev. Cannada and Brian Long, 
President of the Corporation and a term of 99 
years]); 

• Approved a Meeting of the Corporation for 
Sunday, 9 July 2023, following worship; 

• Approved the slates for the 2026 Ruling Elder 
Class, Endowment Board, and Missions 
Commission from the Nominating Committee to 
send to the congregation for a vote; 

• Approved a Meeting of the Congregation for 
Sunday, 9 July 2023, following worship; 

• Heard and received reports from committees; 
• Approved a motion to co-host and participate 

with the Concord Presbyterian Church for this 
year’s VBS “Hero Hotline” to take place 31 July - 4 
August from 5:30-8:00pm; 

• Approved members of the Director of Music 
Search Committee (Elizabeth Parker Ford, Janet 
Frazier, Bryan George, Jane Lentz, Bill McBane 
[Chairperson], & Susan Sharp); 

• Approved a motion to purchase a new HVAC unit 
for the Fellowship Room at a cost of $4889 from 
the Endowment Fund revenues; 

• Approved a motioned to purchase new HVAC 
scrubber lightbulbs at a cost of $3228.12 from 
the Endowment Fund revenues; 

• Approved a motion to disband the COVID 
Taskforce with Session’s gratitude to the members 
who were a part of it; and 

• Prayed for members of the congregation. 

The next Stated Meeting of Session will be the 
annual meeting and retreat to take place on 
Saturday, 19 August with Scott Zanotti leading the 
Devotion & Opening Prayer. 

__________ 

At the Congregational Meeting on Sunday, 9 July 
2023, Session will present the following names for: 

Ruling Elder Class of 2026 
1. Jan Ambrose 
2. Sloan Goforth 
3. Katie Long 
4. Nate McElwee 
5. Jim Pickett 

Endowment Board 
1. Eric Ciampanella 
2. Elizabeth Parker Ford 
3. Billy Winters 

Missions Commission 
1. Anna Campbell 
2. Sally Nix 

Session Notes
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Worship Notes

2 July 2023 
Acolyte Bronwen Baker 
Communion Matt Austin, Catherine Baker,  
  Alan Carpenter, Scarlett Chapman, 
  Richard Hanson, &  
  Susan Hollingsworth 
Ushers Team 4 - Brian Long (Captain) 
Scripture Obadiah 
Flowers YMBC 

9 July 2023 
Acolyte Off for Summer 
Ushers Team 6 - Katie Long (Captain) 
Scripture Selections from Jonah 
Flowers FPC Statesville unless claimed 

Weekly Livestream: fpcstatesville.org/worship 

If you are a member-at-home and wish to have 
home communion provided to you, please 
contact Susan Hollingsworth and/or Joanne 
Dodick.

16 July 2023 
Acolyte Off for Summer 
Ushers Team 1 - Jim Tarman (Captain) 
Scripture Selections from Micah 
Flowers Ann Speaks 

23 July 2023 
Acolyte Off for Summer 
Ushers Team 5 - Jim Pickett (Captain) 
Scripture Selections from Nahum 
Flowers FPC Statesville unless claimed

30 July 2023 
Acolyte Off for Summer 
Ushers Team 2 - Dick Sears (Captain) 
Scripture Habakkuk 3 
Flowers FPC Statesville unless claimed

13 August 2023 
Acolyte Off for Summer 
Ushers Team 4 - Brian Long (Captain) 
Scripture Haggai 2.1-9 
Flowers Sherry Boan 

20 August 2023 
Acolyte Off for Summer 
Ushers Team 6 - Katie Long (Captain) 
Scripture Selections from Zechariah 
Flowers Estelle Stinchcomb 

27 August 2023 
Acolyte Off for Summer 
Ushers Team 1 - Jim Tarman (Captain) 
Scripture Selections from Malachi 
Flowers Anne Herschler 

6 August 2023 
Acolyte Off for Summer 
Communion John Childress, Robert Dearman,  
  Sherry Harris, Robin Downs,  
  Bill McBane, & Carey Parker 
Ushers Team 3 - Matt Austin (Captain) 
Scripture Selections from Zephaniah 
Flowers FPC Statesville unless claimed 

Funeral Planning

Coming this autumn, we will plan an afternoon 
workshop on funeral planning. This is something 
that we have spoken about for a while, and there 
have been several people who have collected 
and returned their forms. The forms for Funeral 
Planning can be found in the office, and they are a 
great way to help your family avoid the stress of a 
very emotional time. Continue to look out for this 
workshop as we near into the autumn season.
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Collins will take a couple of 
months off from her stressful job 
of interviewing folks and will 
resume in September, and we 
look forward to a new season of 
“Collin’s Corner” to return in the 
autumn!

August’s Clinkers will take 
place at the home of Dirk & 
Nancy Tharpe (510 Davie Ave.) 
on Thursday, 17 August 2023 
at 6:30pm. Parking is not 
allowed on Davie Avenue and 
is tight and limited on Bost 
Street. Please park at Tommy & 
Ann Kincaid’s home and take 
the short walk down to the 
“red door house.” Be careful 
crossing the street! 

We’re having a Low Country 
Boil with a tropical flare, so 
break out anything tropical or 
brightly-colored to wear as we 
celebrate summer. [NOTE: If 
you have an allergy to shrimp, 
please let Nancy know when 
you RSVP, so an alternate 
option can be provided.] 

RSVP to Nancy by 1 August at 
704.658.7578. Hosts include 
Anne Ellenburg & Mark 
Wagner, Tommy & Ann 
Kincaid, Richard & BJ King, and 
Costi & Teresa Kutteh.

Clinkers Update

1 Harper Speaks 
2 Pelham Gentry 
 Cameron Terry 
3 Lourdes Winters 
5 Jonna Sears 
6 David Parker 
7 Lilli Beaty 
 Jane Pardue 
 Brody Petree 
8 Jill Gillis 
 MaryMac Goforth 
 Katelyn Parlier 
9 LeighAnn Perkins 
10 Ryan Oliphant 
12 Capt. Emily Cathey 
 Julie Caudle 
 Wyatt Foster 
14 Lochlan Hanson 
15 Julia Brown 
 Caroline Long 
16 Harrison Downs 
18 Kathryn Bush 
 Sloan Goforth 
 Hewitt Linyard 
20 Dick Sears 
21 Destiny Neely (LiF) 
22 Allen Cathey 
 John Frazier 
 Eric Hanson 
23 Durgin Baker 
 Tuyler Fussell 
 Roger Roark 
 Kent Spears 
24 Paul Davidson 
26 Josh Fussell 
 Susan Hollingsworth 
27 Jan Ambrose 
 Scarlett Chapman 
 Ellie George 
29 Lauren Oliphant 
 Clay Speaks 
31 Elizabeth Carpenter 

July Birthdays August Birthdays

2 Camilla Rogers 
 Joyce Webb 
3 Addie Childress 
 Thomas Tuck 
6 Nick Foster 
7 Elliot Kauffman 
8 Amy Spears 
9 Bo Oliphant 
13 Anne Ellenburg 
 Addie McElwee 
15 Connie Linyard 
 Gin Scott 
17 Bill Long 
18 Suzannah Davidson 
21 Carey Parker 
22 Andrew Setzer 
 Rachel Setzer 
23 Merritt Tuck 
24 Allen Brawley 
27 Doris Worthington 
31 Laura Hanson 
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Our Missions partner for July is Fifth Street 
Ministries. In August, we will solicit you assistance 
for PowerCross Ministries. Please look to the top 
of our missions avenue boxes for items you can 
contribute to our parter, each month. 

For July, 5SM requests: 

Kitchen needs 
• Canned potatoes, corn, peas, & green beans 
• Pasta & Spaghetti Sauce 
• Rice & Dry beans 
• Canned soups/soup mix 
• Seasonings 
• Canned fruit and vegetables 
• Fresh fruit and vegetables 
• Flour 
• Napkins 
• Plastic forks 
• Plastic spoons 

Household needs 
• Tylenol &Ibuprofen 
• Paper towels & Toilet paper 
• Laundry detergent, Stain remover, & Bleach 
• Air freshener 
• Cough syrup 
• Cough drops 
• Cold/Flu medicine 
• Shampoo & Deodorant 
• Feminine hygiene products 
• Towels, washcloths, & Kitchen towels 
• Large and small trash bags 
• Paper Products (paper towels, plates,  

napkins, toilet paper, etc.) 
• Plastic Utensils

Missions Partner

Thank you so much to the many care groups, 
church leaders, Preschool Director / Staff, and the 
entire First Presbyterian Church for all acts of 
kindness toward our underprivileged children at 
ARS (American Renaissance School). From 
donations of toys at Christ to food for our 
backpack program. Thank you for everything this 
school year! 
   Tai McMiller 
   Dir. of School Counseling

Note of Thanks

FPC Directory Update

September will find us updating the directory for 
this year. Please find the directory form on page 
11 of this edition. More are located in the hallway 
information area, as you enter the church. 

Please note, we ask for your legal name for 
reasons of hospitalization and HIPAA regulations 
(it’s helpful to know a full name for Pastor Jeremy, 
especially if you go by your middle name, a 
shortened name, or even a nickname). Everything 
will be kept confidential in the office. 

Please print or type and return this form(s) to the 
office. For reasons for clarity, we ask for one form 
for each adult in the family. Thank you.

The Revs. Steve Scott, Jeremy Cannada, and Grant Sharp 
posed for this photograph following  
the Honorable Samuel Allen Cathey’s  

Service of Witness to the Resurrection, 23 May 2023.
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On Tuesday, 13 June 2023, the FPC Preschool 
family gathered on the playground to dedicate a 
new piece of play equipment to the memory of 
Bentley Marlowe, our 2022 Graduate who died in 
a tragic accident, along with his father and (in 
days) his sister. Joined by Bentley’s mother and 
sister, Amy Mills and Bailey, we shared in a special 
moment with family, friends, and first responders. 
About 150 people were present for this very 
special moment, and we would like to thank each 
of you who supported the Bentley Project through 
your financial contributions, support of our Moe’s 
Burrito Dinner drive, and your prayers. We would 
like to thank Andrea’s Ice Cream for providing us 
sweet treats on the evening of prayer and play. 
Our prayer for that day is on the next page.

Bentley’s mother, Amy, with some of the first responders, 
seeing each other for the first time. We thank them for their 

attendance for this special day and their service!
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O Holy God of Comfort and Mercy, 
 

We come to you acknowledging the bittersweetness of this day—knowing that a year ago, 
you called to your peace Bentley and Michael. We pray for them and for Jada, who followed 
your summons days later, and we ask you to continue shining light upon their souls and love 
upon the memories we have of them. We lament the tragedies of this world that cause 
families to be torn apart well before we are ever ready for such events, yet in our unknowing 
and lack of understanding, we have faith in your will and time set for each of us. 
 

This evening, perhaps the healing wounds of 
one year ago feel fresh again to us and our 
hearts may feel trouble as we seek to sort 
questions that may never find response, yet 
we—this family and community—give glory and 
praise to you that you have given us examples 
of steadfast courage and determination in 
Amy—Bentley’s mom and Mike’s true love. We 
thank you for the smiling face of young Bailey, 
in whom each of us find the reflection of her 
“Bubba,” and we thank you that the moon in 
the night sky continues to reflect eternal and 
everlasting love into their lives. 

 

In this playground, we stand here in witness to Bentley’s life, and we say, “Thank you, God. 
Thank you for giving us five short years with him to fill our lives with someone who enjoyed 
playing, making friends, sharing kindness, showing joy, and zipping through life with 
excitement.” We thank you, God, for this camaraderie of friends and teachers who gathers 
around this new piece of playground equipment in testimony to the young life we feel 
absent from us, and we pray for its dedication for this generation’s and future years of 
children’s enjoyment. 
 

Perhaps somewhere with you in ways we cannot yet see, there is a little boy climbing 
around, throwing a ball, and swinging by spider webs throughout Heaven. Let him know we 
are strong and that his life and legacy means something to each of us. Let him know that we 
will enjoy this equipment, named in his memory. Let him know that every time a teddy bear 
is given or a flower enjoyed that his laughter will echo in our hearts. Let him know that his 
mother and sister are well, and that they are showing this entire city what determination to 
live—and to live fully—is all about. 
 

For every person who prays with us now, pour your blessings upon them. Remind us, O God, 
that you are our fervent hope, even in seasons when hope feels lost. And bring us to the joy 
of life to be lived here, even as we journey to the time when we will live with you. 
 

Bless the blue and the red strips of cloth—uniting them in the colors of Spiderman’s suit—to 
remind us that each time we watch them flutter in the breeze, it’s a sign of your Spirit 
blowing amongst us. Bless the white ribbon from Amy and Bailey, that they will see in its 
color the light of the moon and the presence of the little soul for whom we pray, now and 
forever. We pray to you in Jesus’s name and by your Spirit; Amen. 
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FPC Directory Update 
 

Please complete this form, individually (one for each family adult). We will keep these forms confidential 
and secure in the Church Office. Full names and birthdates (including the year) help us make sure our 
communications software is fully accurate and during hospital visitations. Thank you for your assistance and 
participation in our annual update. PLEASE PRINT. 
 

Legal (Full) Name:  Preferred Name:  
 

Your Birthdate:    ,  
 (month)  (day)  (year) 

 

Spouse’s (Full) Name:  Preferred Name:  
 

Spouse’s Birthdate:    ,  
 (month)  (day)  (year) 

 

Child’s (Full) Name:  Preferred Name:  
 

Child’s Birthdate:    ,  
 (month)  (day)  (year) 

 

Child’s (Full) Name:  Preferred Name:  
 

Child’s Birthdate:    ,  
 (month)  (day)  (year) 

 

Child’s (Full) Name:  Preferred Name:  
 

Child’s Birthdate:    ,  
 (month)  (day)  (year) 

 

 

Home Address:  

  

 

Mailing Address:  

(if different)  

 

Preferred Telephone: (               )                — � Home     � Mobile     � Work 
 

Preferred Email:  @ 
 

 

Do you wish to receive Wednesday Words (weekly email)?   � Yes  � No 
Do you wish to receive the Fourth Creek Journal (monthly newsletter)? � Yes  � No 
 

If yes, for the FCJ, would you prefer paper or email?    � Paper � Email 
(Email delivery saves the church postage rates) 
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The deadline for the Fourth Creek Journal is 12:00pm 
of every third Tuesday of each month. 

The September issue deadline is 15 August 2023. 

The calendar insert (print version) is current as of the time of publishing. 
For the most up-to-date calendar, go to fpcstatesville.org/calendar 

The First Presbyterian Church 
125 North Meeting Street 
Statesville, North Carolina 28677 
(Return Service Requested) 


