
Grace to you and peace from 
God our Father and from the 
Lord Jesus Christ.  

The message of the stewardship 
season must begin and end as 
all things in our lives and our 
life together.  It must begin 
with Doxology.  

In the 1980s an aide to the 
Speaker of the House Tip 
O’Neill once commented on the 
struggle between the Speaker 
and President Ronald Reagan 
regarding the best approach to 
solving the impending crisis to 
be caused by the bankruptcy of 
Social Security.  The aide fa-
mously called Social Security 
reform the “third rail” of 
American politics, referring to 
the rail that runs between the 
guide-rails on a subway 
track.  That rail is electrified, 
and it’s where the subway car 
derives its power, but if you 
ever were to step on it… you’d 
get quite a shock.  As Republi-
cans and Democrats dueled 
over the best means to address 
the coming bankruptcy, they 
found that neither party had a 
perfect solution, and, as is wont 
to happen in American political 
discourse, it became the norm 
to demonize the opponent’s 
position rather than draw atten-
tion to one’s own flawed 
ideas.  So for a time the discus-
sion ran silent, neither side will-
ing to bear the blows of their 
opposition by speaking out 

first.  

In many ways stewardship has 
become the “third rail” of our 
discourse in mainline American 
churches.  Many voices have 
contrasting views on how we 
best ought to employ our 
money in the life of the 
church.  Some voices call for 
thrift, others for extrava-
gance.  Some see the church as 
wealthy enough already, and 
others see so much we are not 
yet doing.  Some people are 
waiting to give, others are en-
tering debt to give all they can 
and more.  What we are not 
doing is talking much about it, 
one way or the other.  

I met a man once who, after his 
first 3-year term on the session 
at his local church, decided to 
change the way he pledged 
forever.  He stopped giving to 
the American Red Cross, to the 
Salvation Army, to Habitat for 
Humanity, and a dozen other 
agencies doing great work in 
his community.  He took every 
cent that went to each and 
added it to his monthly pledge 
to his local church!  When I 
asked him why he’d done so he 
said: “The church is supporting 
all the agencies I love already 
and they aren’t going to suffer 
at the loss of my giving.  Now 
that I’m giving all I have to the 
church, the session will have to 
sit down and talk about where 
they see God leading them to 

give the extra money.”  This 
man had realized that many 
voices were better than one.  By 
his experience on the session he 
had recognized the value of a 
group of prayerful Christians 
working together to discern 
God’s calling.  He had recog-
nized and validated the great 
plan and purpose of the Presby-
terian system of government, 
and he had permanently 
changed the location of his 
faith.  The next year the whole 
session did the same thing.  The 
year after several members did 
also.  By the time they drew up 
the church's budget the follow-
ing year, they were easily 
spending more than a dollar 
outside the church for every 
dollar they spent within it.  The 
church was transformed from 
the inside out.  

Friends, such transformation is 
only possible by the faith we 
show in who we are and what 
God has called us to be.  We are 
many voices prayerfully strug-
gling together to discern God’s 
calling.  God has named the 
gift.  Let us give it.  

For from him and through him 
and to him are all things!  To 
him be the glory forever! 

 

            – Grant Sutphin 
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· Mission to the Heartland 2009  

· Fourth Creek Village Dream Realized 

· Making Visitors Part of Our Family 

· Expressing God’s Love  

· Nurturing Growth Through Education 
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meals and visit the sick are 
an inspiration and truly Love 
Their Neighbors as Them-
selves. 

I am especially grateful to all 
our members who allow me 
to be part of their lives, shar-
ing in their joys and sorrows. 
It is wonderful to get to know 
people better and I certainly 

The responsibilities of our ministry are 
many and varied, from making sure eld-
ers greet you on a Sunday Morning to 
visiting anyone who may need a little 
extra support.  The card you receive in 
your birthday or if you lose someone you 
love shows you our church family cares 
for you.   

It is indeed a privilege to be part of this 
ministry.  The many helpers who make 

get from them much more than I 
could possibly give. 

Thank you to all who share in 
our ministry. 

 

     – Margaret Pendrich 
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Over 250 years ago, our predeces-
sors came together on the site of our 
church for the community now 
known as First Presbyterian 
Church.  Because of each of you, 
that tradition continues today.  
Some of you are descendants of 
those first worshippers.  Others of 
us came from an entirely different 
tradition, a different history, a dif-
ferent background. 

Teresa and I joined this church in 
1977.  You, the people of First 
Presbyterian Church, have given us 
the love, the strength, the courage 
and the encouragement to worship 
and serve God. It is because of you 
and for you that we support the 
work of the church, with time and 
financial support. The ways which we 
have participated in the life and mission 
of First Presbyterian Church have 
changed through the years, but you have 
always given us the desire, the interest, 
the motivation and the ability to continue 
our journey.  This need to worship and 

serve together is a constant in our lives. 

To come here each week and through the 
week and see many of you working, play-
ing, rejoicing, and supporting others pro-
vides the motivation for our personal 
journey. As I look across this congrega-

tion, many of you have nurtured our 
family since 1977. Some have left, 
some have passed away, some are an 
entirely new group who have surfaced 
as our present and future support 
group.  

We are here for our own reasons, but 
all of us come to participate in the 
mission, the programs, and the out-
reach of this church. Without our fi-
nancial support, First Presbyterian 
Church cannot flourish and our ability 
to make ourselves, our church, our 
city and our world better will be chal-
lenged and diminished. 

We give because of you. You each 
encourage us to do better and be bet-
ter.  We cannot receive that love and 
support in this way anywhere else. I 

encourage each of you to give gener-
ously, even sacrificially, so that this body 
of worshippers can continue its ministry 
well into the future. 

 

               – Costi Kutteh 
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“Faith is the substance of things hoped 
for, the evidence of things not seen.”  

             – Hebrews 11:1 

I want to share with you recent evidences 
of faith and risk I experienced this past 
week. 

I was invited to Shiloh AME Zion 
Church for the start of homecoming.  I 
saw and heard things I have not ever 
heard in a church before! The visiting 
preacher gave a powerful sermon on 
trusting God. He exuberantly reminded 
all of us that we have been in recessions 
before-this is nothing new. He said times 
like these are what faith is all about. We 
are reminded in whom our trust must be 
and it is not in ourselves. Where is our 
faith? Faith that if we really turn to God 
and rely on His guidance, that He will 
come through, as He has in the past. The 
next day our hourly employees asked to 
take up a collection for the family of a 
deceased employee. Past collections for 
this sort of things have netted several 
hundreds of dollars-this when we are 
working four days a week, and they know 
we will soon have to move to three days. 
These folks like the people at Shiloh do 
not have much but have such a strong 

faith they give so much more than you 
would expect.  

That evening I attended a Bible study on 
David-we focused on trusting in God at 
all times-that the Lord is near to all who 
call upon Him. 

In Circle our chapters were 
on waiting for the plan 
God has for us and expect-
ing a call. Again faith and 
risk-our favorite quote 
was, you can never be in 
so remote a place that God 
cannot bring you into all he has planned 
for you. 

The next Saturday took me to Rowan 
County for an old-fashioned corn shuck-
ing at a dairy farm. For six years this 
community has been getting together to 
raise money for their county’s food bank. 
We sang a harvest hymn, “come Ye 
Thankful People, Come,” which said 
“God our maker does provide for our 
wants to be supplied”-here again, people 
who do not have much were happily giv-
ing so much. 

Each of these occurred in community-we 
come together to worship, learn, and fel-

lowship. We know we are valued and 
taken care of when in need; we know our 
children will be loved, guided, and sup-
ported. I am a firm believer that churches 
are important now more than ever. All of 

us have a need to feel 
connected, accepted, and 
grounded. While it is 
important and necessary 
to work outside in our 
community, we also need 
to work inside this com-
munity to enable, equip, 
and guide young and 

mature alike in their daily walk with God. 

As a devotion I read yesterday said, 

“We need to find our place in God’s pur-
pose, be receptive and open to His direc-
tion and inspiration; and all creation waits 
as if it were on tiptoe in excited anticipa-
tion of what can happen if we assume the 
destiny for which we were created.” 

First Presbyterian is not just a building, it 
is a community and we need each of you 
to help us assume the destiny for which 
we were created! 

 

     – Jean Land 
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sacraments. It involves, perhaps, no less 
time on the part of an associate pastor. 
Varied services require diverse music, the 
artistry of an accomplished music direc-
tor and organist, and the involvement of 
many voices and instrumentalists.  
Chruch staff must write, edit, and print a 
bulletin, and see to it that ushers are noti-
fied. And let’s not forget flowers, and 
candles, and communion bread and wine. 
Much goes into making for a meaningful 
Sunday morning. As we consider what 
worship means, let us be mindful of the 

Worship comprises one of the most im-
portant elements of any church’s life. It is 
our opportunity to celebrate God’s love in 
song and prayer and contemplation.  It 
provides us a chance to unite with other 
Christians and feel the sense of congrega-
tion, both as a noun and a verb. It also 
involves about half of a church’s re-
sources. About half of a pastor’s time is 
filled preparing for worship: composing a 
thoughtful sermon, assisting in the selec-
tion of hymns, meeting with participants 
to prepare for and to officiate over the 

many resources it takes and the many 
people involved 
in creating a 
rewarding ser-
vice.  

 

    – Steve Meyer 
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The Christian Action Ministry is 
responsible for promoting awareness 
and encouraging participation in 
local and global ministries. This 
requires careful consideration of the 
best use of the resources provided 
by the congregation. On the local 
level, the budgeted funds are used to 
support service agencies and local 
groups, and to address specific 
needs which arise in the community. 
On a broader level, budgeted funds 
support national and international 
causes through the Salem Presby-
tery, PCUSA and globally through 
missionaries and international pro-
jects.  

First Presbyterian has a strong his-
tory of active support and leadership 
within the community. Members of 
this congregation have played pivotal 
roles in forming and leading service 
agencies in response to needs. We strive 
to support these agencies both financially 
and through participation in projects and 
ongoing service work. Some of the local 
agencies supported include Iredell Chris-
tian Ministries, Yokefellow, Fifth Street 
Ministries and the Salvation Army.  With  
current economic challenges, the de-
mands on these agencies have dramati-
cally increased. We hope to respond with 

increased participation and financial sup-
port. First Presbyterian has also actively 
addressed the need for housing through 
Habitat for Humanity. The vision of a 
Habitat village in this community is 
steadily being realized through continued 
service and financial support. 

Salem Presbytery and the Presbyterian 
Church USA have also felt financial con-
straints in recent years. As congregations 
have struggled to meet budget needs, the 

operating budgets of the PCUSA 
have been downsized. Funds from 
First Presbyterian through the Salem 
Presbytery support such causes as 2 
Cents a Meal and One Great Hour of 
Sharing. Funds are also used for 
general operating expenses both at 
the presbytery and national levels. 

This church also provides project 
support to international missionar-
ies.  The previous missionaries, Ted 
and Sue Wright, who served in 
Southern Africa, including the coun-
tries of Malawi and Zambia, have 
been succeeded by Nancy Collins. 
In addition to specific missionary 
support, First Presbyterian has 
raised money for such projects as 
mosquito netting for malaria pre-
vention. Relief funds and supply 

drives meet needs due to natural disasters 
and war. 

The Christian Action Ministry welcomes 
input and prayer support. Balancing the 
strengths and gifts of the congregation 
with local and global needs is an impor-
tant challenge, and we hope to include 
members of all ages in these efforts. 

 

                         – Pam Nicholson 
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The church membership 
is kept up to date as well 
as initiating a new direc-
tory every three years or 
when needed.  

Prayer requests are put 
out to a prayer chain for 
members as well as non-members. 

This ministry does not require much 

money to operate thanks to  
loving, faithful members 
putting themselves out 
there to help when needed 
and called upon. 

 

                     – Mary Neely 

The Evangelism and Member Recruit-
ment Ministry overlaps in some areas 
with the Congregational Life Ministry in 
that both reach out to members in need. 

Any visitors to First Presbyterian Church 
are recorded weekly and contact is made 
with information given to them about the 
church.  Making a visitor feel welcome is 
our utmost goal. 
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I write as one who has been a life-long 
member of this church.  Harriet and I 
both grew up at First Presbyterian 
Church; we have worshiped here and 
attended church school since we were 
children; we have experienced family 
baptisms, weddings (including our 
own), and funerals in this sanctuary. 
We have witnessed many stewardship 
campaigns over the years and partici-
pated in them all! 

What I learned from the younger 
generations as I have listend to them 
on Sunday mornings is that the 
church means much the same thing to 
them as it does to us. Each one spoke 
of the church as family, a loving and 
caring community that nurtures them 
in an increasing stressful world. They 
are also aware of all the good things 
we do both within and without to 
make our faith evident, and God’s pres-
ence a reality. They want us to continue 
to take risks for ourselves and others, to 
continue to be a blessing to each other 
and the community. They have shared 
their visions of who we are now, and 
visions of who they would like us to be-
come.  

Sometimes looking back gives us per-
spective and new insights into just how 
great our potential is with God’s guidance 
and our gifts.  When I first returned to 
Statesville after college and a brief time 
in service, this church was seeking com-
mitments for a sanctuary renovation, a 
new educational building, and seed 

money and leadership for a new church 
development project.  Today because of 
the vision of a previous generation we 
enjoy this beautiful worship space; we 
have the McGeachy Building for our 
church school and preschool; and Forest 

Park Church is a reality.  More recently, 
this church has shown its concern for a 
needy community by participating in 
efforts to build the Fifth Street Shelter, 
The Boys and Girls Club, Fourth Creek 
Village, and Iredell Christian Ministries. 
We have contributed $100,000 to Presby-
terian Disaster Relief fund for tsunami 
and Katrina victims. We nurture and 
equip generations of children and young 
people and send them out into the world 
to show God’s love in their everyday 
lives. We provide a place where people 
feel loved and cared for, strengthened and 
challenged. As we think about our giving 
for next year, let’s not forget what our 
potential can be! 

Winston Churchill once said, “We make 
a living by what we save, but we make a 
life by what we give.” He was remember-
ing the war dead, those who had given 
their lives for a cause. I think God wants 
us to continue to devote our lives to a 

cause, His Cause. On November 1, 
we will be remembering those who 
went before us here on All Saints’ 
Day.  We will remember their visions 
and their gifts that made those visions 
a reality. November 1 is also Dedica-
tion Sunday, that special Sunday 
when we present our gifts to God. 
Some of us will present gifts from 
abundance, some from scarcity be-
cause of these stressful economic 
times. In Luke’s story of the widow’s 
mite, we learn that no one is too poor 
or too constrained to give. In the 
story God is not concerned about the 

scale of the gifts given; he is talking 
about the faith of the woman who did not 
have much to give but gave because she 
had confidence in God’s work and grati-
tude for God’s grace. As we prepare to 
give our gifts, think of your giving in 
proportion to what you have been given. 
We want to honor those who have gone 
before us next week and “...run the race 
that has been set before us...with 
perserverance,” (Heb. 12:1). 

 

     – John N. Gilbert, Jr. 
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I see evidence that faith is at work at 
First Presbyterian Church. “Faith is 
a gift from God,” and my family has 
witnessed the many ways that mem-
bers of this church have brought 
evidence of faith.  We joined First 
Presbyterian in 2002 after moving 
from Virginia. Our involvement in 
this church gives us a greater sense 
of community.  It is easy to point to 
evidence of faith at work in this 
church.  Spiritual growth and fel-
lowship have occurred at Family Camp.  
Sunday school provides encouragement 
as we learn more about God’s will for us. 
I am currently taking Jill Sutphin’s Sun-
day school class.  We are reading a book 
called If You Want to Walk on Water, 
You’ve Got to Get Out of the Boat. We 
are discussing how Peter is called out of 
the boat and through his faithfulness ex-
periences a unique opportunity of walk-
ing on the water towards Jesus. The au-
thor describes how the others in the boat 
just watch this amazing event and must 
have later regretted not seizing an oppor-
tunity to grow through faith. It certainly 
has us thinking of ways to embrace the 
calling of God in our lives. 

And the members of this church demon-
strate their faith and encourage other 
members who are in need.  When our son 
Thomas was hospitalized with pneumonia 
several years ago, Steve Scott got to the 
hospital in record time to check on our 
family and pray with us. Others sent 
cards and made calls to keep track of his 
recovery. One special member even in-
cluded an unusual gift in his card to Tho-
mas. It was a pretend one million dollar 
bill. Recently, we found the bill, and al-
though Thomas knew it wasn’t real, he 
also knew that it was a gift of love and 
faith. It represented a community of oth-
erwise unconnected individuals who be-
lieve and have come together as evidence 

of God’s love. 

And through this church, my family 
has had the opportunity to demon-
strate our faith to others. This past 
year, my husband Steve worked on 
the Habitat house, and he brought 
his own work crew, made up of high 
school students from his class. I 
taught Vacation Bible School with 
Beth Bush. One of the messages we 
encouraged the children to think 
about was to “GO RISK” - because 

sometimes in this world it is challenging 
to demonstrate our faith. And Thomas, 
along with others from VBS, helped pre-
pare kits for the homeless with cards that 
read, “God Loves You.” 

Faith means knowing that something is 
real even if we don’t see it. Because of 
faith we can have trust in God’s prom-
ises. When He calls on us we must be 
ready. 

 

   – Lori Meyer 
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in our church, our home.  We have been 
provided the opportunity to learn more 
about it than imagined, trees to bees, re-
frigerators to genera-
tors.  Though as family, we 
often speak many words of 
encouragement to those in 
need.  I can now firmly 
state, beyond a doubt, the 
need is greater than ever, 
but not just words.  We will need ideas, 
manpower and money.   With the recent 
Manse kitchen disaster, we stand at the 
threshold of a great opportunity.  This 
opportunity is one for each of us to reflect 
upon and evaluate our personal involve-
ment.  I can assure you, your time, talent 
and treasure will be well received.  While 
any one of us may not be handy with 
tools, or know structural details, general 
knowledge and support are vital.  As we 
strive for speedy disaster recovery, your 

involvement is needed more now than 
ever.  We have hard work in front of us - 
be it financial, spiritual or physical.  As a 

church family we must 
rise to the occasion of 
our many words and put 
into deed and ac-
tion.  The church is the 
family and our family is 
in need.  We invite each 

of you to provide suggestions for im-
provements and how funding can be ob-
tained.  Both must be addressed or we are 
left with empty words.  Our words alone 
will not provide for Manse recovery or 
general maintenance and therefore I ask 
each of you readers to give in the spirit of 
family and faith.  As family we have one 
another and our family is in great need. 

 

            – David Shippee 

When you think of the Church, what 
comes to mind?  The sanctuary, the 
McGeachy Building, playground, parking 
lot, the yard or trees, maybe the 
Manse?  The Support Services Ministry is 
responsible for the "what you see" at 125 
North Meeting Street and 221 West End 
Avenue.  From tree tops to the roots, 
from the chimes tower to the basement, 
we are focused on the environment in 
which we gather, pray and socialize.  We 
are truly blessed with a very unique and 
historical landmark, not only in States-
ville, but also the USA.  From the humble 
log cabin beginnings to the vast structure 
we see today, our predecessors' vision is 
our reality.  What is our vision which will 
be afforded for the future generations?� 
As with any structure, there are the daily 
chores and adventures.  The Support Ser-
vices Ministry has embraced the spirit of 
giving time, talent and treasure to invest 
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The Christian Education Ministry at First 
Presbyterian is one of nurture as well as 
education. We are building relationships 
and community in everything we do. If 
love is one of the aims of the Christian 
live, it is nowhere better evidenced than 
in our programs. Observe on Sunday 
mornings the love and commitment of 
our dedicated teachers who prepare les-
sons, guide discussions, and discipline 
our children. Walk down the halls, and 
watch the faithful shepherding the Liv-
ing in Faith Class or our nursery workers 
holding children in their arms. It is in 
these classes and youth meetings, and at 
Montreat, Family Camp, and Bible 
School that people come to know and 
love one another and understand that 
they are known and loved.  

Our Junior High and Senior High 
Fellowship groups meet for church 
school and on Sunday evenings for spe-
cial programs and fellowship. Their par-
ticipation in the total life of the congrega-
tion has been very visible this year. They 
usher in worship, participate in outreach 
programs, sing in the choir, and help with 
Bible School. The mission trip to Iowa 

put them on the map (and the road, liter-
ally!). Youth Sunday revealed their con-
siderable talent and gave us insight into 
their deep level of commitment to the 

church and mission.  

The line items in the budget for Christian 
Education indicate how your money sup-
ports what is done here. It buys curricu-
lum, funds meals for the youth program, 
purchases supplies for church school, 
Bible School, and Family Camp. Your 

money helps with transportation and 
lodging costs for retreats and mission 
trips.  

The addition of an associate pastor for 
Christian Education has stabilized and 
energized our programs. Grant Sutphin 
has also made Habitat houses, mission 
trips, and retreats a reality. He and Jill 
have begun a new class for the young 
adults in the church, and Grant is often a 
teacher in our classes. He is also a new 
and challenging voice from the pulpit 
and during the children’s moment. His 
youth and vision have been inspiring. 

Now, in faith we are asking you to think 
about what this ministry and all the other 

good works of First Presbyterian 
Church mean to us as a congregation. 
Please carefully consider your gift to 
God this year in return for all that he 

has done for us. Honor Him and the work 
that we do together. 

 

     – Harriet Gilbert 
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The Mission of First Presbyterian Church 

 

The mission of First Presbyterian Church, grounded in the Re-
formed tradition, is to witness to the love of God in Jesus Christ 
as we 

· employ all our gifts in proclaiming the glory of God, 

· accept and share the grace of God’s forgiveness 

· exercise our minds, interpreting God’s word and seeking to 
understand what God is doing in the world today, 

· build the body of Jesus Christ through a community of love 
and fellowship, and 

· serve one another, persons outside our faith community, and 
the world, after the example of Jesus Christ. 
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